Response
We agree with the comments of Basso et al regarding our article 1 and the precise meaning of the term "hibernating myocardium." However, some terms in medicine are retained because they have become established and well recognized and convey a specific meaning that goes beyond their etymological roots. For instance, the term doctor is derived from the Latin term "docere," which means to teach. It is obvious, however, that most practicing doctors spend only a fraction of their time teaching. In fact, the most important aspect of a doctor's job, which is to provide healing care, is not inherent in the Latin interpretation. Furthermore, the English language is full of colorful misnomers like guinea pig (which is neither a guinea nor a pig), eggplant (which has no egg in it), and English muffins and French fries (which did not originate in these countries)! Nonetheless, we fully endorse the urging of Basso et al to not accept flimsy neologisms into our medical language and to use a semantic and scientific pragmatism when introducing new words into our medical vocabulary.
